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BAUCUS
INTRODUCTION OF SENATOR CLAIBORNE PELL BY SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
1991 MANSFIELD CONFERENCE, UNIVERISTY OF MONTANA
May 19, 1991
Thank you, Paul. It's an honor for me to be here tonight,
on the same stage as two of the finest individuals who have
served in the U.S. Senate.
I believe that the most noble human endeavor is service.
No one personifies greater and truer unselfish commitment to
public service than Mike Mansfield and Claiborne Pell.
Both are highly respected for their knowledge and
perception in foreign affairs. Mike as Senate Majority Leader
and Ambassador to Japan. And Claiborne as chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
Both, too, have a deep commitment to education. Certainly
the hundreds of thousands of students who have received Pell
grants owe deep gratitude to its father, Claiborne Pell.
Both strongly believe in protection of human rights, the
environment and ethics in government. Both have long and
distinguished careers, and have set the standards the rest of
us strive to match.
I remember when I came to the Senate 12 years ago, one of
the people I paid close attention to was Senator Pell. His
reputation as the Senate expert on foreign policy was
unquestioned.
When you consider his background, that reputation is no
surprise.
You may say it's in his genes. His father, also a member
of Congress from Rhode Island, served as U.S. Minister to
Portugal and Hungary. Five other members of his family had
been elected to either the House or the Senate -- and one
member of the family tree had been Vice-President.
After World War II, where he served in the Coast Guard,
Senator Pell was one of the founders of the United Nations. He
is the only member of Congress who has been a foreign service
officer.
Claiborne Pell was first elected to the Senate in 1960.
He and Mike Mansfield served side-by-side for the next 15
years, shaping the foreign policy of this country.
It's difficult to name two other men who have more deeply
left their imprints on the way we deal with other countries.
Both questioned the wisdom of our involvement in Vietnam.
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And both have devoted themselves to finding ways to create a
more peaceful world.
As Mike Mansfield did during his tenure in the Senate,
Claiborne Pell stands out for his unwaivering belief that we
must all devote ourselves to the highest degree of ethical
conduct.
Let me give you an example.
Claiborne won his sixth term in the Senate last year. He
was opposed by Claudine Schneider, a very popular member of
Congress from Rhode Island.
The race promised to be a hard-fought one, with the
careers of two political figures at stake. In this political
era of negative campaigns, both candidates could have been
tempted to sling mud in order to win.
But Claiborne Pell made it very clear from the beginning
of that race that his campaign would be devoted to a debate on
the issues and his record -- period. No negative ads. No name
calling. And no excessive fund raising.
Claiborne Pell kept his promise. He looked Rhode
Islanders in the eye -- Told them who he was and what he stood
for -- Not one hint of negative campaigning. And he won. Big
Before I bring up Claiborne, I want to share with you
something he and I have in common -- running.
Each year I enter the Nike Challenge, a race that brings
together members of Congress, folks from the agencies and some
of the Washington press corps. It's a very competitive event.
I'm still one of the younger members of the Senate. So
each year I tend to finish ahead of my colleagues.
But I've got to tell.you that the real star is Claiborne
Pell. He's there -- going the whole distance -- and finishing
in much better time than most runners half his age.
When he comes across the finish line, he accepts his
applause with the quiet grace that marks everything he does.
I'm very pleased that he's come the distance to be with us
tonight.
Ladies and gentleman -- Senator Claiborne Pell.
